
PERIOD LIGHTING              

SPECIALISTS:  
 

Wiring & Dimming  

Winching        

mechanisms  

Authentic metal and 

paint finishes  

Glass & Crystal  

Energy efficiency  

Approved by English 

Heritage  

In - house specialists  

65 years experience  

Sympathetic        

restoration  

Restoration and 

Refurbishment  

National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh  

Established in 1925, the National Library of Scotland, situated on 

George IV Bridge, is the legal deposit library of Scotland, housing 

over 7 million books, 14 million documents and over 2 million 

maps.  

 

As part of the building renovations, Chelsom were commissioned to 

restore the original foyer ceiling pendants which were in need of 

careful cleaning and repair. Constructed from rich cast bronze, with 

glass diffusing glass, the luminaires are heritage - listed, forming 

part of the nationôs heritage. 

 

Taking care not to over - restore the metalwork, the patina was 

brought back to an authentic aged finish. The original glass, which 

had become damaged over time, was replaced with high quality 

acrylic panels which provide a beautiful diffused, yet highly efficient 

light output. Eight 40W PLL lamps were used in the top part of each 

pendant, while a 28W emergency lamp was fixed into the base of 

the fitting, thereby meeting safety regulations for this prestigious 

public building.  

August 2010  

http://www.chelsom.co.uk/National%20Library%20of%20Scotland%20Restoration
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Habitat, Regent Street, London  

Stunning original Art Deco luminaires were restored 

as part of a major £5.7 million redevelopment of 123    

Regent St, a prestigious Crown Estate property 

steeped in history.  

 

The renovation of these spectacular fittings was a   

major challenge involving specialist techniques,      

undertaken with the approval of English Heritage, 

who ensured that the buildings Grade 2 listed status 

was not compromised. The pendants were in        

desperate need of repair (see centre photo).  

 

The luminaires were fully refurbished with low energy 

light sources. The uplight section of the fittings now 

incorporate twelve 18W self -ballasted lamps while the 

base of the unit was fitted with a 55W 2D compact 

fluorescent lamp to provide high light output within a 

shallow area.  

http://www.chelsom.co.uk/Restoration/Habitat%20Regent%20Street
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Edinburgh City Chambers  

Magnificent Arts and Crafts chandeliers dating back 

to 1904 were restored as part of the refurbishment 

of the former Midlothian County Building.  

 

Chelsom carefully cleaned, polished and                

re - lacquered the luminaires to enhance the aged 

patina of a centuryôs use. The fittings were then  

rewired and refitted with energy efficient lamps.  

The Osram Vario lamps, which are self -ballasted  

and dimmable, allow two stages of illumination; 

23W at full power or 13W when switched down for 

subtle illumination. The lower tier of arms also    

incorporates emergency lighting.  

Dating back to 1901 this spectacular fitting required  

careful renovation to bring it back to its original      

splendour. Craftsmen at the Chelsom factory, carefully 

cleaned the ancient cut glass, and restored the       

tarnished metalwork, taking care not to ruin the     

delicately aged patina. Where necessary the          

metalwork was repaired.  

 

The original cut glass bowl was damaged beyond    

repair, so Chelsom created a brand new replacement 

bowl using the original as a mould.  

 

Surrounded by smaller satellite globes, the central 

pendant beautifully illuminates the rich colours in     

the stained glasswork which have been a focal point  

of the chambers for over a century. Chelsom also   

supplied chandeliers for the European rooms in this 

spectacular building.  

http://www.chelsom.co.uk/Projects/Restoration/Edinburgh+City+Chambers+Restoration

